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grain and timber, which are precisely the commodities in
greatest demand in Europe.
Other systems of international circulation are also of interest
to the political geographer inasmuch as they facilitate the smooth
working of States and the more widespread distribution of
resources of all kinds. An outstanding example of international
co-operation is the Universal Postal Union. Founded in 1874,
its Postal Convention states that all the countries of the Union,
and only a few minor countries are not members, form a single
postal territory for the reciprocal exchange of correspondence.
The International Telecommunications Union has been less
successful in its work of developing international co-operation
because of the conflict with political interests, more particularly
as regards wireless telegraphy. All the more important States
possess their own internal radio systems which exert a powerful
political influence, especially since the introduction of cheap
receiving sets.
Although it is not yet possible to assess accurately the effects
of wireless telegraphy, there can be no doubt that it has already
become an important factor in international relations. The
dissemination of news, political propaganda and what may
be called cultural material through the new medium may go
far to break down international misunderstanding. On the other
hand, it has been used to foster nationalism and each State is
anxious to secure wavelengths which suit its purposes. Without
international agreement in the allocation of wavelengths there
would be confusion "on the air", and to avoid this dilemma the
International Telecommunications Union holds regular con-
ferences to make decisions on the adjustment of wavelengths
as well as other technical matters. It should also be remembered
that telecommunications greatly assist the world-wide exchange
of commodities, and thereby play their part in world production
and distribution.
One of the dominating factors in the economy of every State
is the availability of mechanical energy. The sources of this
energy, coal, petroleum, running water, and now the materials
from which atomic energy is derived, are notable for the
unevenness of their distribution, so that material prosperity and
the political power which is associated with it are largely